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Text: 1 Timothy 6:1-5.

Introduction: In to day’s society, believers are led or compel to accept and fight for being cooperate heads, CEO’s, government officials, directors and there like as a state of usefulness and importance. Which I personally don’t have any problem for a believer being a government official or corporate head or what have you. But it should not stagmatice low ranking positions such as laborers, cleaners, or messengers in our society. Because in the KINGDOM of God, the Bible says, the greatest is the SERVANT! Luke 22:26, “...he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves.” Why the servant? Is it merely the title as a SERVANT? NO! Instead, in the kingdom, the usefulness of service is what makes one greater and that is the SERVANT! So, it is not about one been corporate head or being a servant by title that makes one useful but by the attitude and conduct of service to our LORD who has called us.  
The early Church at Ephesus in Asia was faced with Master-Slave relationship at that time. The period that has half the population of the world thus about 60 million as slaves. The new converts, knowing in the Bible, Psalm 146:7 and John 8:36, “Christ has set us free” wanted to exercise that freedom at work and no more obedient to their masters. In the Church, where some of the slaves are leaders whereas their Masters are members, the masters wouldn’t accept the leading of their slaves at Church. This was a great worry for the young Pastor Timothy and therefore received these instructions as to how to handle these situations. 
Shall we come before the Lord in prayer…

Shall we turn our Bibles to 1 Timothy 6:1-5, I read from the NKJV.

“Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed. 2 And those who have believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brethren, but rather serve them because those who are benefited are believers and beloved. Teach and exhort these things.”
“If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 5 useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself.” 1 Timothy 6:1-5
People of God, the Lord’s position on us are that, we are precious and honorable before Him…Isaiah 43:4. Again in Isaiah 49:5, “We are honored in the eyes of the Lord and our God has been our strength.” It has never been anything of our own that any of us should boost but by God who has been our strength. For this reason whether a servant or freeman – ‘God has been our strength’; we are to live our lives to God’s glory and must show forth His identity in everything that we do. 

Our honoring life must be seen well before the pagan and righteous masters that we are meant to serve. The masters must also treat servants with dignity and respect because we all have one Master who is Jesus Christ. 

Today, how do we benefit from this same text as people of God called to serve heathen bosses or as bosses to serve these heathen subordinates so that together we can promote the NATURE of GOD to them and give a GOOD TESTIMONY of GOD? This is our goal as the Holy Spirit minister to us. 

Our challenge in this present society is about BOSS-SERVANT relationship. How useful is your capacity as a boss declaring the nature of God which is love and promoting the testimony of Christ? How honoring is our services as a servant to our boss and our colleagues declaring the identity of God and promoting the testimony of Christ to this world of sin and evil?
Our attitudes and conducts towards each other at work place are very vital to the honoring of the name of our living God. In this text, we can identify some truth about the kingdom of God which must be understood to enable us live a useful and honoring lives. The first is …

1. Masters Are Worthy of ALL Honor! – vs 1

Honoring our masters is just as honoring the LORD! Dishonoring them is just as dishonoring our LORD! Their position or authority is ordained by God therefore must be given ALL honor. That is why Apostle Paul wrote in Rom. 13:1-7, “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God…. Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.” My caution here is that ALL these must be in the FEAR of God. Therefore, this is not a license to sin because my Boss says so. If the command is evil, you have the right to tell your boss is sin. Supposing you are asked to lie or lose your job, and you justify it on the grounds that, it is my masters command. Other than that, the next time, you will be asked to do something that might cost you greatly. So how do I honor them…
How do we honor? By OBEYING in ALL THINGS! Offering our service whole heartedly as stated in (Eph. 6:5) Colos. 3:22-24, “Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, FEARING GOD. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, WHY whole heartedly? The vs 24 states…
 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.” SERVE in sincerity of HEART, FEARING GOD! – OUR SERVICE must be in HONORING to GOD, FEARING GOD! How about HARSH bosses? 
Beloved, Christian life is a journey to perfection! To a city created by God and very perfect! God loves us and want us in His kingdom, therefore, would do anything possible to get us ready for that kingdom. In some cases, our unforgiving attitude would only be dealt with by our cruel bosses. Our impatience can only be overcome with the treatment God might have allowed to be meted at us at our work place. We might have been so full of ourselves – our three self nature – myself, me and I has to die as we go through those entire harsh situation. God in His divine wisdom uses these bosses as oppressors to change us to His likeness. God might have uses this to free us from impatience, unforgiveness and self-centeredness life.   
If we SERVE our Masters with ALL HONOR, the vs 1b, indicates that, ‘…the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed.’ In other words, if we fail to SERVE our Master with ALL Honor, the name of God and His doctrine will be blasphemed! The second is…
2. Master Are to Treat Servants with Respect! – vs 2
Masters/Bosses are not to despise their slaves/servants because they are slaves/servants but must treat them with equal respect. The reason is that, they are BRETHREN! Meaning they are all BOUGHT by the same BLOOD that was shed on the CROSS of Calvary. In the realms of the Spirit and before Christ, we are ONE people with ONE destination in mind HEAVEN, we have only ONE MASTER, JESUS Christ in heaven and there is no partiality in Him! As in Eph. 6:9, “ And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also[b] is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.” If anyone does not see each other in the LIGHT of the work on the CROSS, then the value of the CROSS is underrated. Christ Himself called us BRETHREN in Heb. 2:11-12, “For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying: “I will declare Your name to My brethren;..” 

The One sanctifying us, who is Jesus Christ and we the people who are been sanctify are all of the same family with One God and Master says the word of God. Therefore, Christ could declare before the Father in heaven that we are Brethren. For that matter, we are to be mindful how we treat each other, we are all of equal importance before our God. He is not partial and expects us, as His children to live beyond reproach. For being partial is SIN!
I am not saying misunderstanding may not come, but even when it comes, we are to look at each other in the LIGHT of Christ, His finished work on the cross and treat each other with LOVE and respect. Having the mind of Christ in us towards each other. The last truth…
3. ALL Must Serve EACH OTHER More! – vs 2b
Whether BOSS or SERVANT, we are to be committed to our LORD and SAVIOUR and be much useful to ourselves. This is pleasing and rewarding before our LORD! Because when we do that, we help our benefactors who are also BRETHREN.  
Our service to each other must be much more and more in the Love of Christ. That is why Christ prayed that we may abide in His love so that the world may know that we are His. If we faithfully serve each other wholeheartedly, productivity increases and there is development both in the spiritual life and the physical life as well. Our condition of service will be better and that of our family who are also part of God’s family.
But if we fail to show commitment to each other and work wholeheartedly for each other, we first of all allow the name and teaching of God to be slandered, and secondly, destroy the testimony of Christ in our hearts. We should be warn that, the LORD will not hold us guiltless if we blasphemed His name and promote multitude of evil. He says in …. “..Teach and exhort these things.” Vs 2.  But…
If we do not adhere to these teachings, we will be robbed of the truth and MOTIVATED by:
· Conceits vs 4a “he is proud, knowing nothing,…”
It is the characteristic of false pride; having an exaggerated sense of self-importance. The Bible says in Proverbs 26:12, “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.” Why? Because the Bible says in Psalm 36:2, “In their blind conceit, they cannot see how wicked they really are.” So, the Lord says in “Psalms 101:5, “I will not tolerate people who slander their neighbors. I will not endure conceit and pride.”
Therefore, we are warn in Philippians 2:3, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.”  
· Controversy vs 4b “…is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words…”
Such a person is full of controversy. Their prides is to stirred up issues and make them feel miserable. They are full of knowledge without the love of Christ. The verse 5b says have nothing to do with them. 
· Contentment vs 5 “…who suppose that godliness is a means of gain…”
Contentment is been satisfied with whatever you have regardless of how you feel. High sense of satisfaction not pressurized with money or possessions. But to such people their form of contentment in Christ is earthly gain! In Ecc. 5:10, “He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; Nor he who loves abundance, with increase. This also is vanity.”
True content person fears the Lord, in Pro. 19:23, “The fear of the Lord leads to life, And he who has it will abide in satisfaction; He will not be visited with evil.”
To these wrong motives, Apostle Paul says, “…From such withdraw yourself" because it does not honor our Lord’s name, and His teachings are been slandered by the world. In conclusion,…

In Conclusion

Dishonor God’s name and His teachings no more! In Psalm 4:2, “How long, O you sons of men, Will you turn my glory to shame? How long will you love worthlessness and seek falsehood?” 

How long will we continue to turn the glory, the opportunity, the blessings that He has given to us into shame? We cried to God for job, and He heard us, gave us job and we are no more mindful of His commands and status at our work place. We will do anything; I mean anything for our selfish gain, for financial gain. 

We have love vanity and worthless things of this world and therefore have built all forms of arguments, with all lies and falsehood only to see us successful with our evil plans and selfish gain. 

Today the LORD is calling! “Where are you?” Just as in Genesis 3:9, “Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?” This is not to say that our LORD has lost track with our geographical location when He ask Adam this question. But it is an awakening call! We have abandoned His commandments; we have lost our passion for Him; no more zealous in our pursuit; our plans and purpose in life has been sold to the enemy. My Child, “Where are you” the Lord calls?

God has given a responsibility in His garden to keep it and dress it! He has given you a responsibility as BOSS or SERVANT; how is your responsibility honoring His name and teachings? 

Where Are You my people?

You think you are hungry and you need to feed yourself and family, therefore, you have changed the course that I have for you here! You have abandoned my WILL and you are after your gain! 
Know that my WORD has not changed! “He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to everyone according to his work.” Revelation 22:11-12.
Beloved in Christ, where are you and what are your works before the Lord, the privilege He has given us a BOSS or SERVANT in this social life to declare His nature and promote His testimony? He is coming to reward us according to our WORKS!!!

Let us pray…    
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